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HOUSE BI LL 1659

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives P. Sullivan and Sant os

Read first tine 01/ 24/ 2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to the high school Washi ngton assessnent of student
| earni ng; anending RCW 28A.655.061 and 28A 655.070; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 655 RCW creating a new section; and providing
an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, although nuch
public debate is occurring regarding student performance on the high
school Washington assessnent of student Ilearning in mathematics,
student performance on the assessnent in science should be of equal or
greater concern. In 2006, only thirty-five percent of tenth grade
students net the state standard on the science assessnent. The
i nprovenent trend in science scores since 2002 has been mninmal.
Therefore the legislature intends to initiate revisions to the science
assessnent whil e delaying the graduation requirenent in science so that
there is adequate time to realign curriculum instruction, and
assessnent in science before students are required to neet the standard
on the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning in science for high
school graduation
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Sec. 2. RCW 28A.655.061 and 2006 c 115 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (10) of this section, one or nobre objective
alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045, acquisition of the certificate is required for graduation
from a public high school but is not the only requirenent for
graduati on.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW28A. 155. 045, a student who
nmeets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acadenc achievenent. Once

obj ective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnments to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has retaken the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
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alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent.

(4) Beginning with the graduating class of ((2648)) 2015, a student
must neet the state standards in science in addition to the other
content areas required under subsection (3) of this section on the
Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning or the objective alternative
assessnments in order to earn a certificate of academ c achi evenent.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
schools under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) ((Beginnrnrg—+n—2006+-)) School districts nmust nake available to
students the follow ng options:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for community and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnent but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnent, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

Qpportunities to retake the assessnent at | east twce a year shall be
avai l abl e to each school district.

(10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which nmay include an appeals process, for students to
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denonstrate achi evenent of the state academ c standards. The objective
alternative assessnents shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning and be objective in its determnation of

student achievenent of the state standards. Bef ore any objective
alternative assessnents in addition to those authorized in RCW
28A.655.065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a student to
denonstrate that the student has net the state standards in a content

area required to obtain a certificate, the legislature shall formally

approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents through the
omni bus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent resol ution.

(b) A student's score on the mathematics portion of the prelimnary
schol astic assessnment test (PSAT), the scholastic assessnent test
(SAT), or the Anerican college test (ACT) may be used as an objective
alternative assessnent under this section for denonstrating that a
student has net or exceeded the mathematics standards for the
certificate of academ c achievenent. The state board of education
shall identify the scores students nust achieve on the mathematics
portion of the PSAT, SAT, or ACT to neet or exceed the state standard
for mathematics. The state board of education shall identify the first
scores by Decenber 1, 2006, and thereafter may increase but not
decrease the scores required for students to neet or exceed the state
standard for mathemati cs.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student | earning for making individual student high school graduation
det erm nati ons.

(12) To help assure continued progress in academ c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for students as provided in this subsection (12).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the
previ ous school year. The plan shall include the courses,
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conpetenci es, and other steps needed to be taken by the student to neet
state academic standards and stay on track for graduation. ((Fhis

H++)F)) (i) The parent or guardian shall be notified, preferably
t hrough a parent conference, of the student's results on the Washi ngton
assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends to take to
i nprove the student's skills in any content area in which the student
was unsuccessful, strategies to help them inprove their student's
skills, and the content of the student's plan.

((r)) (i) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported
to the student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents
to the plan nmade as necessary.

(hy ((Begtaning—wth—the—2005-06—school—year—and—every—year
thereafter)) Al fifth grade students who were not successful in one
or nore of the content areas of the fourth grade Washi ngton assessnent
of student |earning shall have a student |earning plan.

(i) The parent or guardian of a student described in this
subsection (12)(b) shall be notified, preferably through a parent
conference, of the student's results on the Washington assessnent of
student |earning, actions the school intends to take to inprove the
student's skills in any content area in which the student was
unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them inprove their
student's skills.

(ii) Progress nmade on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an made as necessary.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.655.070 and 2005 ¢ 497 s 106 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop
essential academc learning requirenents that identify the know edge
and skills all public school students need to know and be able to do
based on the student |earning goals in RCW28A. 150. 210, devel op student
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assessnments, and inplement the accountability recomendations and
requests regardi ng assistance, rewards, and recognition of the state
board of educati on.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall:

(a) Periodical ly revise the essential academ c | ear ni ng
requi renents, as needed, based on the student |earning goals in RCW
28A. 150. 210. Goal s one and two shall be considered primary. To the
maxi mum ext ent possi bl e, the superintendent shall integrate goal four
and the know edge and skill areas in the other goals in the essenti al
academ c | earning requirenents; and

(b) Review and prioritize the essential academc |earning
requi renents and identify, with clear and concise descriptions, the
grade |evel content expectations to be assessed on the Washington
assessnment of student learning and wused for state or federal

accountability pur poses. The review, prioritization, and
identification shall result in nore focus and targeting with an
enphasis on depth over breadth in the nunber of grade |evel content
expectations assessed at each grade |evel. Grade |evel content

expectations shall be articulated over the grades as a sequence of
expectations and performances that are logical, build with increasing
depth after foundational know edge and skills are acquired, and
reflect, where appropriate, the sequential nature of the discipline.
The office of the superintendent of public instruction, within seven
wor ki ng days, shall post on its web site any grade |evel content
expectations provided to an assessnent vendor for use in constructing
t he Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(3)(@) In consultation with the state board of education, the
superintendent of public instruction shall maintain and continue to
develop and revise a statewi de academ c assessnent system in the
content areas of reading, witing, mathematics, and science for use in
the el enmentary, mddle, and high school years designed to determne if
each student has mastered the essential academi c |earning requirenents
identified in subsection (1) of this section. School districts shall
adm ni ster the assessnments under gui delines adopted by the
superintendent of public instruction. The academ c assessnent system
shall include a variety of assessnment nethods, including criterion-
referenced and perfornmance- based neasures.
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(b) As of the effective date of this section, the superintendent of
public instruction, in consultation with the state board of educati on,
shall initiate a transition of the Washington assessnent of student
learning in science froma single conprehensive assessnent to alimted
series of end-of-course assessnents based on the nmmjor science content
areas addressed in the essential academic learning requirenents. The
end- of - course assessnents shall be able to be adm nistered online. The
legislature's intent is that students shall receive instruction through
credited high school courses in particular science content areas and
have their know edge and skills in those content areas assessed after
they conplete the courses. For the purpose of the end-of-course
assessnments, a course may be less than one year or one credit in
| ength, depending on the content expected to be covered in the course.
The transition under this subsection shall follow a tineline that
allows for developnent and field testing of the end-of-course
assessnent s, real i gnnent of the essential academ c | ear ni ng
requi renents and grade level expectations in science to the extent
necessary, developnent and provision of curriculum guides and
prof essi onal devel opnent for science teachers, revision of the state
assessnent plan for purposes of Public Law 107-110, the no child left
behi nd act of 2001, and inplenentation of the end-of-course assessnents
as a valid and reliable nethod of assessing whether students neet state
standards in science for purposes of high school graduation as required
under RCW 28A. 655. 061

(4) If the superintendent proposes any nodification to the
essential academ c |learning requirenents or the statew de assessnents,
then the superintendent shall, upon request, provide opportunities for
t he education conmttees of the house of representatives and the senate
to review the assessnents and proposed nodifications to the essenti al
academ c learning requirenents before the nodifications are adopted.

(5 ((a)r)) The assessnent system shall be designed so that the
results under the assessnent system are used by educators as tools to
eval uate instructional practices, and to initiate appropriate
educati onal support for students who have not mastered the essentia
academc learning requirenents at the appropriate periods in the
student's educational devel opnment.

(b . I ol o | .

. . I : . hall | 1 abl :
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(6) By Septenber 2007, the results for reading and nathematics
shall be reported in a format that will allow parents and teachers to
determ ne the academ c gain a student has acquired in those content
areas from one school year to the next.

(7) To assist parents and teachers in their efforts to provide
educational support to individual students, the superintendent of
public instruction shall provide as nuch individual student perfornmance
information as possible within the constraints of the assessnent
systemis item bank. The superintendent shall also provide to schoo
districts:

(a) Information on classroom based and ot her assessnents that may
provi de additional achievenent information for individual students; and

(b) A collection of diagnostic tools that educators may use to
eval uate the academ c status of individual students. The tools shall
be designed to be inexpensive, easily admnistered, and quickly and
easily scored, with results provided in a format that my be easily
shared with parents and students.

(8 To the maxinmum extent possible, the superintendent shal
i ntegrate know edge and skill areas in devel opnment of the assessnents.

(9) Assessnents for goals three and four of RCW 28A. 150. 210 shal
be integrated in the essential academc |earning requirenents and
assessnents for goals one and two.

(10) The superintendent shall devel op assessnents that are directly
related to the essential academc |earning requirenents, and are not
bi ased toward persons with different | earning styles, racial or ethnic
backgrounds, or on the basis of gender.

(11) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of special education students when developing the
assessnments under this section.

(12) The superintendent shall consider nethods to address the
uni que needs of highly capabl e students when devel opi ng the assessnents
under this section.

(13) The superintendent shall post on the superintendent's web site
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lists of resources and npdel assessnents in social studies, the arts,
and health and fitness.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction shall report to the
education commttees of the |egislature by January 15, 2008, and each
year thereafter wuntil January 15, 2013, on the tinelines, mgjor
m | estones, and progress of the transition of the high school
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning in science to end-of-course
assessnents as required by RCW 28A. 655. 070.

(2) This section expires June 30, 2013.

~-- END ---
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